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REIWAFtt^/ARGUMEWTS 
Response to the anticipation and obviousness rejections 

Applicant has reviewed and considered the Offlce Action and the cited 
references mailed July U^, 200'^^ andappredates the E^ominerB indication of 
allowable subject matter. 

The Examiner has rejected claims 1 1-13 under 35 U.S.C. 112 second 
paragraph. Claim 11 has been am'ended to overcome this rejection. In 
particular daim 1 1 , has been amended, to clarify the connection between the 
groove on the protuberance and the channel. This connection or 
Qomniunicatinn betwften the groove artd'the protuberance is shown by way of 
example in FIG. 6 of the present application. 

Applicant has also noted that daim 1 is rejected under 3b U.S.C. 
102(b) as being anticipated by either one of the following documents: 
SIMMONS (US4.4S1,fi90): BIANK At a\ (US 4,979.300); KAYC 
(US 4,914,776); and ROCHE et al. (IJhS i5,996.23l); daim 1 being also rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being . unpatentable over HARDY et al. 
(US 5.850.663) in view of WOODNORTH et al. (US patent application 
No. 09/833.095). 

In response thereto, daim '4, is cancelled without prejudice or 
disclaimer independent daim 1 has been amended, the subject matter of 
former daim 4 being introduced therein with added limitations; and independent 
daim 20 has also been amended in:9 similar manner. As a result daims 1-3 
and rj-70 are. pending in the pres^ht Application. The above-mentioned 
rejections are respectfully traversed for the following reasons: 
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The present invention as no^.ibetter defined in independent claim 1 
(and similarly for independent cfatrn ZO) is directed to: 

"1. In a dry wall knife, said drywall knife oortipiising. 

a handle having an elongatdd.it!iri$rcors comprising a longitudinal axis, a 
transverse axis, a front end. a rear cnd^nd first and second opposite surfaces 
extending from the rear end to the front end of the inner core along the 
longitudinal axis thereof; and 

a blade securely mounted to thfe' front end of the inner core; 

the improvement wherein: 

• • the inner core of the handio corttpriees rpwg of re<?^^^g? (2 1} extending 
' /: ; glpnq thg first ^UrfaW (1S) 9f the injiet MP^ fS). ^^^^ said recesses (21) 

having an opening facing said first sUFfece so as to reduce tlie overall weight of 
• . ; the dP/wall knife (1), said recesses (21^ ftjflherdeflnina a set of Intersecting ribs 

{62). shaped, positioned and si zed so las to ensure ngidrtv of tho handio (3) 
while maintaining aaid reduced overaHwfeiahtQf the drvwall knife <il and 

said inner core further comprlse^ a lid {?rj) hingerlly mounted to the first 
KurFanf* (1 5) of the inner core (5), said lid (23) being positioned and sized to be 
folded about an axis parallel to the lphgitudlnal axis (7) of the Inner core (5) so 
as to cover said rows ot re cesses f21);the inner core (6^ with tho lid in folded 
Doaition being covered with a CQveriha' material fSl^ so as to fadfitate h^nri 
gripping of the drvwall knife ^1 V " 

■ ■C (underlined and reference nuitibers have been added by us herein for 

sal<e of bettor explanation and srgumei^tation only) 

* * . ' It Is re.speotfully subiniLled IhaKamended independent claim 1 (and 
y ; similarly independent cidiiii 20) defir?^. distinctively and in explicit terms the 

subject matter of the invention and,th.afifie eubject matter cteariy distinguishes 
it&Qif from the references, and more particularly over the dtcd reforsnoes. The 
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v;irinijs innovative features of the present invention have been underlined and 
referenced above and are supported fay the text and figures of the present 
application as originally filed. In supporibfthle contention, pieaee refer to page 
10, lines 4 17, of the present application and the figures thereof, more 
particularly figure 5. Thus, it is respectfully submitted that no new matter has 
been introriuced with the present amendment 

An Important advantage resuitipg from these components and features 
of the present invention, as nowbetter defined in independent claims 1 and 20. 
results in the fact that once the drywail.knife is assembled, it looks like a drywall 
knife having <5 completely "full" handle, as better shown in Figure 1 of the 
present application, and it ateo provides substantially the same mechanical 
properties. In terms of strength and rigidity, than that of a drywall knife with a 
"full" handle (sec page 10, linea 9'17:cif the present application), but with the 
noticeable improvement that it offers a substantially reduced overall weight as a 
result of the rows of recesses, and corresponding intersecting ribs defined by 
said recesses, thereby providing an Inherently llghtwelghttool (see for example 
from page 10, line 29, to page 11, jlrye'il, of the present application), thereby 
enabling a more ergonomic and less $trenuou3 handling of the tool (i.e. much 
lighter tool), v^rithout compromising the ^mechanical integrity thereof thanks to 
the presfinne of the ribs defined by the,^rows uF rec;eb5e5. 

As aforementioned, the at^ovo^dfecussed components and featuroG are 
t)eiieved to be important innovative /aspects of the invention and thus, 
independent claim 1 , and similarly, independent claim 10, have been amended 
to better highlights th«m. 

As may now be appredated; wlien .contrasting the present invention as 
now defined in independent daim i :(^d similarly in independent daim 20). 
with the rctorGnces, SIMMONS (US 4^4^81 .690), BLANK et al. (US 4.979,300). 
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KAYE (US 4,914776). ROCHE e^kl (US 5.995.231), HARDY et al. 
' ;■ (US 5.850,663), and WOODNQRTH el al. (US patent application 

j\ No. 09/633,095) Ug ric;t teach, illustFat&,'oreven suggestto have adrywall knife 

comprising a) rows of recesses (I.e. a' plurality of recesses) extending along a 
: ; , tirst surtace ot a handle of the drywallilgijfe; b) said recessed' defining a set of 

interdecting ribs shaped, positioned ^arjd sized so as to ensure rigidity of the 
handle while maintaining a rKduced' overall weight of the drywall knife (as 
supported in page 10, lines 4-17 of tf\e present application); c) a lid foldable 
about an axis parallel to the longltudlnal axls of the Inner core of the handle so 
as to cover gaid rowa of reoe5&es: .and;'d) the inner core with the lid in folded 
position being covered with a covering.iriaterial so as to facilitate hand gripping 
of the drywall knife (thereby nonceaHj^g the lid and rows of recesses for a 
seemingty "full-handle" drywall knife^)/.' 

In tact, the reterencee cited teach away from the present invention, in 
that, for example. SIMMONS (US 4,481 ;690) teaches a keycase with a single 
'^recess" as means for retaining keysJh said compartmRnt nr rRce^s 58 (see 
Figure 10 and roliimn 7, lines 26-27), thus for storing appiicationsj. SIMMONS 
is silent on using a plurality ot recessesand corresponding ribs for reducing the 
' /' overall weight Of the keycaee white maintaining the mechanical integnty thereof. 

As a matter of fact, it is respectfully submitted that the single recess of the 
SIMMONS keycase causes the connpartment to be substantially weakened, 
and thus less susceptible to withstanid tprsional and bending loads, because it 
does not comprise ribs as is the case/Wlth the present invention. Moraovsr, 
. :/ BUVNK et al. (US 4.979,300), KA% (US 4,914,776), ROCHE Gt al. 

(US 6,996,231), HARDY ct al. (US 5;850.663), and WOODNORTH et aL (US 
patent application No. 09/833,095) te?jc;h away from the present invention as 
now defined in amended claims 1 and' 20 in that their apparatus cunipiisu 
"recesses" iiseii ri)r gripping appiicatioHs, and thus these recesses must be left 
unexposed once the devices or tools are assembled, unlike the present 
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invention where once the drywall knife is assembled, the lid and rows of 
recesses are covered with a coverlbg material so as to conceal said iid and 
rowe of recBBees for a seemingly "fullrfjandle" drywall knife. Moreover, these 
references arc Gilcnt on using a plurality of recesses and corrosponding ribs for 
reducing the overall weight of the locils while maintaining the mechanical 
Integrity tliereof. 

As It was established in Evereharp Inc. vs Fisher Pen Company, 204F 
supp. 649. 662-3, 132 USPQ 483; *34 (N.D. 111 1QS1), obviousness by 
definition is essentially whether or not an unimaginative skilled technician 
would, in light of the prior art and cornrnon general knowledge be led directly 
and without difficulty to the tnventlonxdvered by the claims . 

In the present case, this very 4amo unimaginativo skilled technician 
would then have added to display sklH^and ingenuity to not only identify the 
problems associated with thn rRfflrenoigs, a& disaissed above, but also come 
up with corresponding solutions to said problems, which are only taught and 
claimed In the claims of the present Invention. 

Thus, the Applicant respectfylly submits that such intellectual work or 
brainstonning has to he inventive and consequently believes that the subject 
mallHr i}l amf^uiied independent dairii-i (and similarly, independent claim 20) 
is non-obvious and thus patentable. ' 

Hence, in view of the above^diiBCussed, the Applicant respectfully 
submits that independent claims 1 -arid 2Q.are new and invAnJivR RincR claims 
2, 3, and 5-19 dtipend aW riirHctly or Ini^iectly on daim 1 and since claims 2, 3, 
and 5-19 define distinctively the 5ubj9(?t;matter which tha Applicant regards as 
his Invention, it is believed that these deisendent claims are also new and non- 
cbviouB, and thus allowable, in this' connection, it is submitted that the other 
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cited references need not be diacuaa^d. Jnasmuch aa claims 1 and 20 are found 
allowable. 

It Is to be understood thougfvtfiat no admission Is made nor Implied by 
the present amendment ae to the fa[.ot that the references cited may be 
relevant indeed, this amendment is made aolelv to expedite the prosecution of 
the present application. 

In view of the above, It is respectruliy submitted that the present 
application id in a conditon tor atldw^nce, reconeideraton ot the present 
Bppiicetion and a favourable response ;are respectfully requested. 
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